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Career and Certificate Programs

Suggested electives:
Medical Terminology	 ALH	 A111	 (3)
Anatomy-Physiology	 BIOL	 A221	 (4)
Interpersonal Communication	 CMST	 A100	 (3)

*Note: American Heart Association Healthcare Provider CPR or successful completion 
of EMT A100 within the last fourteen (14) months is a prerequisite for EMT A150.  
Concurrent enrollment in EMT A151 is required. The ability to read, write and com-
prehend English at the English A100 level is highly desirable and will help the student 
succeed.

ENTERTAINMENT 
TECHNOLOGY
The Orange Coast College Entertainment Technology certificate program is designed to 
give the student two years of extensive technical experience in the process of creating 
the scenery, costumes, lighting, or sound effects common to all aspects of the entertain-
ment industry.

Through an intensive program of production work in the OCC Theatre Arts Department, 
combined with classes throughout the college, the student will acquire the theory, applied 
training, and work-based experience needed to gain entry-level positions in this highly 
competitive industry.

Program Outcomes

Upon completion of this certificate students will be able to:

1.	 Analyze, research and discuss a play in terms of technical and production 
requirements.

2.	 Collaborate with others to produce a live stage performance.

3.	 Demonstrate the ability to complete assignments in his/her area of technical 
expertise safely and accurately.

CORE CURRICULUM

Required Courses

Course	 Units
Intro to Theatre	 THEA	 A100	 (3)
Stage Crew Activity	 THEA	 A170*	 (2)
OCC Theatre Repertory	 THEA	 A141*	 (6)
Arts Internship 	 THEA	 A181	 (2)

And any two (2) of the following:	
Summer Theatre Festival	 THEA	 A144	 (4)
  (Or)
Play Production	 THEA	 A171	 (2)
  (Or)	 	 	
Elizabethan Play Wkshp & Production	 THEA	 A172	 (3)
  (Or)	 	 	
Classic American Play Production	 THEA	 A173	 (2)
  (Or)	 	 	
Children’s Theatre Wkshp & Prdctn	 THEA	 A174	 (2)
  (Or)	 	 	
Rehearsal & Performance	 THEA	 A215	 (2)

	 Total:	 (17-20)

(*2 semesters required)
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SCENIC ARTIST

This program is designed to give students a concentrated background in the art tech-
niques and theatrical theory and production practices required to recreate a scenic 
designer’s artwork on a large scale for theatre, theme parks, or other entertainment uses.

Program Outcomes

Upon completion of this certificate students will be able to:

1.	 Read and interpret technical drawings and painters’ elevations.

2.	 Lay out and recreate designs accurately from designer’s specifications.

3.	 Create accurate colors and textures

4.	 Demonstrate the ability to choose appropriate tools, techniques & materials for 
each task.

CERTIFICATE OF ACHIEVEMENT

Required Courses

Course	 Units
Entertainment Core Curriculum	 	 	 (17-20)
Color & Design 2-D	 ART	 A110	 (3)
Freehand Drawing	 ART	 A120	 (3)
Perspective	 ART	 A125	 (3)
Painting 1	 ART	 A130	 (3)
Stage Scenery	 THEA	 A175	 (3)

	 Total:	 (32-35)

Suggested electives:
History of Architecture 1	 ARCH	 A290	 (3)
History of Architecture 2	 ARCH	 A296	 (3)
History/Apprec Western Art	 ART	 A100	 (3)
History/Apprec Western Art	 ART	 A101	 (3)
Color & Design 3-D	 ART	 A111	 (3)
Life Painting	 ART	 A236	 (3)
Intro to Computer Graphics	 DMAD	 A181	 (3)
Rendering & Rapid Visualization	 ID	 A260	 (2)
Elements of Stage Design	 THEA	 A271	 (3)

LIGHTING TECHNICIAN

This program is intended to give a fundamental understanding of electronics and wiring 
in conjunction with practical and theoretical knowledge of lighting equipment and the 
processes used in show production.

Program Outcomes

Upon completion of this certificate students will be able to:

1.	 Maintain, prepare and operate stage lighting equipment.

2.	 Demonstrate the ability to collaborate with others to produce lighting during 
performances.

3.	 Understand and follow stage lighting safety procedures.

CERTIFICATE OF ACHIEVEMENT

Required Courses

Course	 Units
Entertainment Core Curriculum	 	 	 (17-20)
Stage Lighting*	 THEA	 A176	 (6)

	 Total:	 (23-26)

Suggested electives:
Intro to Digital Logic	 ELEC	 A135	 (3.5)
Communications Systems	 ELEC	 A215	 (3)
Electronic Troubleshooting	 ELEC	 A290	 (3)
Fundamentals of Lighting	 ID	 A210	 (3)
*2 semesters required

SCENIC CARPENTER

The courses in this program provide training in the basic skills required to build the wide 
variety of scenic elements used in the entertainment industry, as well as training in the 
theory and practice of theatrical production.

Upon completion of this certificate students will be able to:

Read and interpret technical drawings.

Follow designers’ specifications to build scenic units accurately

Choose appropriate tools, techniques & materials for each task.

CERTIFICATE OF ACHIEVEMENT

Required courses

Course	 Units

Entertainment Core Curriculum	 (17-20)
Arc & Oxy Welding	 WELD	 A100	 (3)
Stage Scenery	 THEA	 A175	 (3)

	 Total:	 (23-26)

Suggested electives:
Furniture Making & Design	 CNST	 A116	 (4)
History Arch/Furnishings 1	 ID	 A180	 (3)
History Arch/Furnishings 2	 ID	 A190	 (3)
Practical Math	 MATH	 A005	 (3)
Elements of Stage Design	 THEA	 A271	 (3)

—See also COSTUME CAREERS

FAMILY AND 
CONSUMER SCIENCES

Students with degrees in Family and Consumer Sciences can be employed as consumer 
affairs specialists, family life educators, and education program specialists in business, 
industry, government, and cooperative extension. Students who want to teach Family and 
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